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In the name of God the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

- | have the pleasure to shed lights, in this edition, on the
evolution and success of the two Kingdoms relationship:

- The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, cradle of Islam and
country of civilization, development and long standing
traditions;

- The Kingdom of Belgium, cradle of the united Europe,
reputed for its history, progress, culture and leniency.

The relationship between the two countries has been
deep-rooted for 100 years )1919-2019) and was well
established throughout the years leading to its success
and singularity in all fields, whereas the two kingdoms
has been connected in a strong and unique friendship,
based on a mutual respect and joint willingness to
continue supporting and promoting these relations on
many levels, which led to reaching a common ground of
understanding on the global issues towards achieving
justice, peace, security and human welfare.

Considering the high standing of both kingdoms, it is
hardly surprising that official relations were preceded
by senior officials visits at that time, of the Prince Faisal
bin Abdul Aziz in 1919, and the Prince Saud bin Abdul
Aziz in 1935 (Crown Prince at the time), followed by an
exploration visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of three
Belgian explorers in 1951, which was fostered by the
late King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman Al Saud, whom
they were honored to meet and thereafter they issued
their book entitled “Expedition in the heart of the Arabian
Peninsula”.

- In the framework of the political relations, the Belgian
legation was inaugurated in Jeddah in 1954, and it was on
a chargé d'affaires level, the first ambassador of Belgium
was appointed in 1964, while the first ambassador of the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia was appointed in 1963.

The exchange of official visits between the two countries
strengthened these relations at the highest levels,
through three Royal visits, the first was King Faisal bin
Abdul Aziz's visit to Brussels in 1967, during which King
Baudouin offered a gift to the Muslim community, in the
“Cinquantenaire” where the Islamic and Cultural Center
of Belgium was established. This event was followed by
King Baudouin's visit to Riyadh in 1975 and then the visit
of King Khalid bin Abdul Aziz in 1978, who inaugurated
the Islamic and Cultural Center, one of the most important
Islamic centers in Europe.

Ever since the outset of the hilateral relationships,
the Foreign Ministers of the two countries has also
exchanged visits, which led to exchanging views,
reaffirming stances and achieving common ground for
cooperation and understanding, as well as signing a
memorandum of understanding on political consultation
between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the two
countries on March 16, 2014 in Riyadh.

- In the framework of economic and trade relations, 8
high-level Belgian economic and trade missions visited
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (during the years 1967,
1974, 1975, 1982, 1993, 2002 and 2009). The latest of
which was the economic and trade mission to Saudi
Arabia, headed by Her Royal Highness Princess Astrid
in March 2014. More than 350 economic and trade
personalities accompanied her Highness, during the visit,
several contracts and agreements were signed between
the Saudi and Belgian business sectors, the fact that
made Belgium one of the main trading partners of Saudi
Arabia. The trade exchange between the two countries in
2018, amounted 5,5 billion euros. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is considered as the first commercial partner
among Arab countries.

- In the framework of parliamentary relations, the two
legislative authorities of the two countries (the Shura
Council and the Chamber of Deputies) have distinguished

Preface of H. E. Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Kingdom of Belgium

relations that led to the establishment of a friendship
committee that connected them since December 2005,
as well as visits between members of the two authorities
and their committees that have been exchanged several
times.

- In the context of cultural, educational and touristic
relations, a number of Saudi higher education students
have been enrolled in the prestigious Belgian Universities
in all disciplines. In addition to the annual visits of
thousands of Saudi citizens to the Kingdom of Belgium
to enjoy this beautiful and safe country, to learn about
its civilization and culture and to visit its key landmarks.
Moreover, the Belgian Archaeological missions deploy
their efforts in research fields and excavations in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Furthermore, thousands
of Belgian Muslim citizens perform Hadj and Umrah
annually, and dozens of representatives from Belgian
companies and private sector visit Saudi Arabia.

- The Saudi and Belgian communities relationship,
which is well-known as good, open, generous and warm
is expressed by deep relations and ties between the two
kingdoms by virtue of the support and attention of the
leaderships of the two countries, had a significant impact
on pushing forward the two-states relations in all areas of
mutual cooperation towards wider horizons.

Hoping you will enjoy this view about the two kingdoms
relationship:  Friendship and Cooperation, through
a collection of pictures, documenting the historical
relationship stages between the two countries.

Please accept my best regards.

Abdulrahman Suleiman AL AHMED
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Ambassadors of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia To the Kingdom of Belgium
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H.E.Mr. Mohammad H. CHARARA
15/09/1972 - 13/07/1981

Cilual) ilus ¢ puali i) laa
H.E.Mr. Nasir A. ALASAF
28/06/1994 - October 2005

Wb Cpn o Jrasd i) Balaw
H.E.Mr. Faisal H. TRAD
16/11/2011 = 25/11/2013

ICaly ASlaa gl dgagraal) L all ASlaal) ¢y

B aaal o ald i) salew
2 H.E.Mr. Fuad A. NAZIR
15/09/1963 — October 1971

58 el 0 asdl) shedd) Balae
4 H.E.Mr. Ibrahim S. BAKR
24/09/1982 — 26/06/1989

ealral) g op dlae bad) aa
6 H.E.Mr. Abdallah Y. ALMOUALLIMI
12/12/2007 - 30/03/2011

2aal) Glasde ¢ Geaul) ae i) Bale
H.E.Mr. Abdulrahman S. ALAHMED
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He assumed his functions on 18th February 2014 as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the

Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg.

(Head of the Saudi Mission to the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community from 19/05/2014 to 11/01/2018).




Ambassadors of the Kingdom of Belgium to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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JEDDAH

03/03/1955 Chargé d'affaires Mr. Georges PUTTEVILS
27/04/1957 Chargé d'affaires Mr. Victor LECOCQ
02/07/1958 Chargé d'affaires Mr. J. GERARD

12/01/1961 Chargé d'affaires Mr. R. VANHENTEN
09/08/1963 Chargé d'affaires Mr. E. CORBI

22/11/1963 Chargé d'affaires Mr. Marcel VAN de KERCHOVE

15/03/1964 Ambassador Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary H.E.Mr.

Ronald WATTEEUW, the legation has been raised to Embassy

14/12/1966 Ambassador H.E. Mr. Jean TRINE, General Consul in
Saudi Arabia, residing in Jeddah.

06/04/1970 Ambassador H.E.Mr. R. VANHENTEN
10/12/1973 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Jean TRINE
12/10/1975 Ambassador H.E.Mr. A. DE SCHUTTER
25/11/1980 Ambassador H.E.Mr. J. MELSENS

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

RIYADH

01/10/1985 Ambassador H.E.Mr. P DE MEUNAERE
20/10/1988 Ambassador H.E.Mr. P MADDENS
10/02/1990 Ambassador H.E.Mr. P BERGHS
29/09/1994 Ambassador H.E.Mr. J. de MONTJOYE
16/10/1997 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Pierre COLOT
27/08/2000 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Franz MICHILS
21/09/2003 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Rudi SCHELLINCK
01/11/2007 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Michel LASTSCHENKO
16/02/2011 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Marc VINCK
20/08/2014 Ambassador H.E.Mr. Geert CRIEL
13/09/2018 Ambassador H.E.Ms. Dominique MINEUR
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The King Faisal (Prince at that time) conducted an official visit to Britain on
behalf of his father to attend Britain's First World War triumph festivities,
HRH then visited France at a similar invitation, and the Kingdom of Belgium
by the end of December 1919.
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King Saud (The Crown Prince at that time) travelled
across many European countries for the purpose
of strengthening the Kingdom's relationships with
these countries. His visit included the Kingdom
of Belgium where he was received and welcomed
by the King Leopold IIl of Belgium. HRH attended
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an international exhibition for transport held in
Brussels. He then sent the King Leopold Il his
expressions of gratitude for the warm welcome he
extended to him.
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In 1951, King Abdulaziz Ben Abdulrahman Al Saud,
King of Saudi Arabia, had advocated the three
Belgian explorers’ journey of discovery from the
university of Leuven (Philippe Lippens, Jacques
Ryckmans and Conzack Ryckmans). This expedition
covered several cities in the western, southern and
central regions in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

This expedition was characterized by detecting
many geographical matters, archaeological sites
and ancient monuments In regions visited by the
members of the exploratory mission as well as by a
collection of photographs taken during the journey.
Furthermore, a documentary book (Exploration
through Central Arabia) written by Philippe Lippens
was published and translated by the King Abdulaziz
Foundation.
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State visit of His Majesty King Faisal Bin Abdulaziz AL Saud to the
Kingdom of Belgium
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State visit of His Majesty King Baudouin to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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State visit of His Majesty King Khalid Bin Abdulaziz AL Saud to the
Kingdom of Belgium
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King Khalid Bin Abdulaziz and King Baudouin and Queen Fabiola at the official reception
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Strong relationships bind the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Kingdom of
Belgium, relations based on mutual respect and achieving common interests.
These relations were strengthened by all levels visits exchange between the two
countries during the last 60 years. These visits illustrated the achievement of a
common ground of understanding about the global comprehensive political issues
In pursuance of attaining peace, justice, security and humanitarian welfare,
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February 2018 — King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud met with Prime Minister of

Belgium, Charles Michel, on the sidelines of the Arab-European Summit in Sharm

El-Sheikh. During the meeting, they discussed bilateral relations between the two
countries, and highlighted the Summit agendas.
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December 2012- Meeting with HRH King Salman Bin Abdulaziz, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense at the time, and HRH Prince Saud Al Faisal, Minister of Foreign Affairs, HEM
Didier Reynders, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs.
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March 2014 — A memorandum of understanding pertaining the political consultations
between the Foreign Ministries was signed by both countries in Riyadh. The memorandum
was signed by HRH Prince Saud Al Faisal, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and by Mr. Didier Reynders, the Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign and European Affairs.







2> XKLL ‘;ioi(') ‘0)."‘ H‘(o) ‘0)',8?(') ‘0)."‘
I-!Qi.l“lnhi.l &- %i.l TR AT 78\
@rigﬂ r~§41vr~§41 r§§!1 r§§41

K QA K < QA K 0)‘ .(0 0).

” ’)"1 I P I ?i
ALMJ wauﬂwau w&u Lm.l
N vmur mu N i‘muﬂjm

361 £ )5l alaa gume LA o gpill Agall 55 e 2016 sl
oy b pe Ll Lo L) ey (Qf daladl 355 el aaal o Jole

B)l)s Dlar ¢ a4 Ayl ls Aaaylall (93l jahes Saalidl o)) )l
ASalill Ay la)

July 2016 — His Excellency Mr. Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs and Member of the Council of Ministers (Minister of Foreign
Affairs at that time), held a bilateral meeting with His Excellency Mr. Didier

Reynders, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs, at the Belgian Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
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January 2018 — His Excellency Mr. Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs and Member of the Council of Ministers (Minister of Foreign Affairs

at that time), met with His Excellency Mr. Didier Reynders, , Belgian Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, at the Belgian Ministers of
Foreign Affairs.
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January 2018 — His Excellency Mr. Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs and Member of the Council of Ministers (Minister of Foreign Affairs
at that time) met with the President of the Belgian Senate, Her Excellency Mrs.
Christine Defraigne, at the Council's headquarters in Brussels.
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January 2018 — His Excellency Mr. Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs and Member of the Council of Ministers (Minister of Foreign Affairs at
that time) met with the Belgian Federal Parliament's Foreign Relations Committee.
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July 2016, February 2018 — His Excellency Mr. Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs and Member of the Council of Ministers (Minister of Foreign
Affairs at that time), giving a speech at the Royal Institute for International Relations
(Egmont) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, one of the think-tanks based in Brussels.
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In the framework of parliamentary relations: the two legislative authorities in both
countries enjoy special relationships, in that a friendship committee between the
two authorities has been established since December 2005. Thus, visits between
members of the two legislative authorities and their committees have been
exchanged several times.
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October 2016, October 2017 — Two Shura Council Delegations visited the Federal
Parliament and met with Mr. Siegfried Bracke, President of the Belgian Chamber of
Representatives , and with the Foreign Relations Committee.
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May 2018 — Visit to the Kingdom by the Delegation of Saudi-Belgian Friendship
Committee in the Belgian Federal Parliament, headed by Mr. Alain Destexhe,
Chairman of the Saudi-Belgian Friendship Parliamentary Group.
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March 2019 — The Delegation of the Saudi-Belgian Parliamentary Friendship
Committee of Shura Council visited the Belgian Parliament and met with Mr. Pol
Van Den Driessche, President of the Belgian Inter-Parliamentary Union and Vice-

President of the Belgian-Saudi Friendship Committee.
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The Economic and Trade Relations

Therearesolideconomicandtraderelationsbetween
the two countries that comply with numerous
conventions implemented in a spirit of common
understanding, placing Belgium among the largest
trading partners of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Eight top official Belgian economic and trade
missions visited the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(in 1967, 1974, 1975 and 1982, headed by Prince
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Albert) (in 1993, 2002 and 2009, headed by Prince
Philippe) and last of which was the economic and
trade mission's visit to the Kingdom headed by
HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium in March 2014,
accompanied by 350 Economic and Business
personalities, during which numerous economic,
trade and Investment cooperation agreements
and contracts were concluded between Saudi and
Belgian Business sectors.

INZASIN:
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1974 — Meeting with HRH Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, Commander of National
Guard at the time, and HRH Prince Albert of Belgium, during the visit of the
Economic and Trade Mission headed by HRH Prince Albert.
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October 2002 - Visit of the Economic and Trade Mission headed by HRH Prince
Philippe, Crown Prince of Belgium at the time
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October 2002 - Visit of the Economic and Trade Mission headed by HRH Prince
Philippe, Crown Prince of Belgium at the time
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October 2009 — Meeting with King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz and HRH Prince
Philippe, Crown Prince of Belgium at the time, during the visit of the Economic and
Trade Mission headed by HRH Prince Philippe.
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March 2014 — Meeting with HRH Prince Salman Bin Abdulaziz, Crown Prince, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at the time, in
the framework of the Economic and Trade Mission headed by HRH Princess Astrid,
with the participation of HEM Didier Reynders, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign and European Affairs.
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Conventions between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of Belgium
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Brussels Convention between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union on
Economic and Technical Cooperation
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Riyadh Convention between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of Belgium on reciprocal exemption
with respect to taxes on income and profits, import taxes and social security relating to exercise of Air

Transport in International Traffic
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Agreement between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Belgo — Luxembourg Union (B.L.E.U.)

concerning the reciprocal promotion and protection of investments
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16/03/2014
Riyadh A Memorandum of Understanding on Political Consultations between Foreign Affairs Ministries of both
Countries
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02/03/2018 il cila
Brussels

A Memorandum of understanding on cooperation in the exchange of financial information related to
money laundering, terrorist financing and relevant crimes.
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AVENUE FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 45
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P|+32 2649 20 44
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